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of the walls, which is normally done once or twice
a year by the women of the household, has to be done
by the men as the women are in pardah, and the men
have not the time or the inclination to do it regularly.
The villagers had just finished their wheat sowings and
were on the point of starting to crush their cane.
Though they had no occupation of any kind apart from
their fields, they declared they had no time for weeding;
nor was it the custom anywhere in the district to weed.
They were surprised to hear that we had seen people
at it round Kharar. The patwari says that in a barani
village of this kind (the chief crops are wheat, maize,
and cane) 13 acres are required to keep a family of five
in comfort, which is not very different from the other
estimates given me on this tour. Most have not as
much as this and have to eke out their living as best
they can. He described their condition as straitened -
(tangdasf). There are about fifty Rajput families in the
village, and 50 per cent or more keep a few poultry
(two to five each, it was said), partly for home consump-
tion, and partly for sale. A fowl is a useful bird to have
in case a guest turns up unexpectedly, but they are not
liked overmuch, because they foul the fodder, which
has to be given to the cattle, and the manure, which has
to be made into dung-cakes. It is significant that it is
generally the thriftiest who keep them, and as they sell
milk and ghi as well, they are often more comfortably
off than their neighbours.

Outside the village was a small red-brick memorial
(khera\ set up when the village was founded and still
the object of puja to the Hindus, who burn a lamp there
every Thursday. Swung high across the road was a
potsherd tied to two trees by a rope, under which the
cattle were made to pass not long ago when some disease
visited them. The potsherd was inscribed with a spell
(tawix) from the Koran written by a half-witted mullah
who looks after the spiritual needs of the village. This
youth was sent to Aligarh to study and, becoming